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List of State Reciprocity Requirements Hairstlying
In the cosmetology profession, each state establishes licensure requirements for being able to practice in their
state. Programs of study in cosmetology can range anywhere from 1,000 clock hours to 2,100 clock hours, and as
such, states develop specific requirements for individuals who graduated from cosmetology school in one state to
be able to become licensed in another state. This process is considered reciprocity or endorsement. We have listed
the requirements for an individual who graduates from a cosmetology program in the United States and wants to
become licensed in another state.
Please note that the school you are planning on attending has only had their curriculum evaluated by their state;
however, in the field of cosmetology, each state board reviews the number of clock hours you attended in your
home state and the subject areas and practical experiences you completed as a part of the process of determining
what, if any, additional requirements you may have to meet in order to be licensed in their state. State boards of
cosmetology do not evaluate the curriculum of schools located in other states.

STATE
Alabama
Alaska

Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware

District of
Columbia

I

ACCEPTS CURRICULUM
The state allows anyone who
completed a program in another
state to request licensure.
Hold a current license in a state
with equivalent requirements
(1,650hours).
The state allows anyone who
completed a program in another
state to request licensure.
The state allows anyone who
completed a program in another
state to request licensure.
The state allows anyone who
completed a program in another
state to request licensure.
Hold a valid license from home
state with equivalent requirements
(1,800hours).
Hold a valid license from home
state with equivalent requirements
(1,500hours).
Must be licensed in a state with
equal requirements (1,500hours).
Must be licensed in a state with
equal or greater requirements
(1,500 hours).

I

RECIPROCITY REQUIREMENTS
Request certification to be sent from current state;
contact the state board for paperwork and exams; and
pay a $100fee.
Hold a current license in a state with equivalent
requirements (1,650hours); or 1 year of full-time
employment+ 1,500school hours; or 2 years of full-time
employment in the field.
At least 1year of practice in the current state of licensure
within the five years prior to application.
Hold a valid cosmetology license; have certification of
licensure and training; and pass a state law exam.
Must hold a cosmetology license in good standing in
home state and must be licensed for 3 out of the last 5
years.
Apply for licensure by endorsement and hold a valid
license from home state with equivalent requirements
(1,800hours).
Hold a valid license from a state with equivalent
requirements (1,500hours) and pass a written exam.
Must be licensed in a state with equal requirements
(1,500 hours) or submit a notarized statement from an
employer certifying that you have been working in the
field for at least 5years.
If applying for licensure by reciprocity, the applicant must
provide: a letter of good standing from a jurisdiction with
requirements which were substantially equivalent at the
time of the applicant's licensure to those of the District of
Columbia (1,500 hours); have passed an examination
acceptable to the board; have an active certification from
a recognized national certifying organization; and have
not been disciplined or otherwise disqualified by the
national certifying organization.

Ea La Mar's Cosmetology & Barber College
1220 Brooklyn Ave. Kansas City Mo,64127
816-241-4325
www.ealamarscollege.com

STATE
Illinois

Indiana

Iowa

Kansas

Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine

I

ACCEPTS CURRICULUM
The state allows anyone who
completed a program and
licensure in another state to
request licensure by endorsement.

I

RECIPROCITY REQUIREMENTS
Illinois offers barber licensure by endorsement. The
applicant must be currently licensed as a barber in their
home state, To seek licensure in Illinois by endorsement,
you must file an application; provide certification of your
licensure from your home state, documentation of the
hours and exams completed in your home state,
transcripts from the barbering school attended, and
verification of employment forms to show at least 3
years of lawful practice in your home state; and pay the
appropriate fees.
Must be licensed in a state that
The state you hold a license in must require at least
requires at least 1,500 hours of
1,500 hours of education or one year of licensed practice
training.
equal to one hundred (100) hours of education to an
applicant who has completed a minimum of one
thousand (1,000) hours of education, The jurisdiction
must also require a passing score of at least 70% on the
written and practical exams.
The state allows anyone who
The board may issue a license by endorsement to any
applicant from another state who has held an active
completed a program and
for at least 12 months during the past 24 months
license
licensure in another state to
request licensure by endorsement. and who applies and pays a fee, shows verification of
license(s) from every state in which the applicant has
been licensed as a barber, completes one hour of Iowa
barbering laws and administrative rules and sanitation,
and passes a national written and practical examination.
The state has reciprocity with AK, AR, AZ, CO, CT, DE, FL,
The state allows anyone who
GA, ID, IN, KY, LA, ME, MN, MS, MO, MT, NB, NH, NM, NC,
completed a program in
another state that has reciprocity ND, OK, PA, SC, SD, TN, TX, VA, WA, and WI. All others
must meet the state's hour requirements (1,200 hours)
to request licensure.
and take and pass a state board examination.
The board will issue a license to any person who has a
Must be licensed in a state that
current license or certificate of registration as a
requires at least 1,500 hours of
training.
practicing barber of another state which has
substantially the same requirements for licensing (1,500
hours). For an applicant coming from a state without
substantially the same requirements, he or she must be
a licensed barber and have worked for at least 3 years.
An applicant with a current license to practice barbering
Must be licensed in a state that
in the US may be licensed without further examination
requires at least 1,500 hours of
if the person attended a program of study equal to or
training,
greater than 1,500 hours.
Accepts the training provided in
The director may waive the examination and issue a
other states.
license to any applicant who presents proof of being
licensed to practice by another state as long as no cause
exists for denial of a license.

STATE
Nebraska

I

ACCEPTS CURRICULUM
Accepts the training provided in
other states; however, may also
require work experience if the
program was less than 1,800 hours.
Accepts the training provided in
other states.

I

RECIPROCITY REQUIREMENTS
Copy of your transcripts from a barbering school. If the
individual has less than 1,800 hours of training in school,
he or she will need to submit an affidavit of employment
from previous and current employers for consideration.
Nevada
If currently licensed in another state, applicants are
required to take an exam that contains both a practical
(shampoo, haircut, and shave) and written/oral portion.
New Hampshire The state will accept any applicant Must have completed 800 training hours in home state
who is similarly licensed in any
for a barber license or 1,500 hours for a master barber
other state, provided the other
license.
state's licensing requirements are
substantially equivalent or higher.
New Jersey
Accepts the training provided in
In order to practice, you have to apply for, take, and pass
other states.
the state board examination.
New Mexico
Must be licensed in a state that
An applicant for licensure by reciprocity must meet all
requires at least 1,200 hours of
the requirements. Applicants who have not completed
training.
a course of study equivalent to the license (1,200 hours)
may submit notarized letters of employment or
employment records to prove licensed, current, verified
work experience. Any person who seeks licensure in
New Mexico through reciprocity from any other state
must furnish an affidavit from the state regulatory
agency verifying the number of hours completed, that
the applicant holds a current license in good standing
with the state, complete the application, and submit the
required fee.
For barbers, there is a reciprocal agreement between
New York
The state limits the acceptable
curriculum to those states on their New York, Maine, Pennsylvania, and New Mexico.
Because of the similarity in license standards in these
approved list.
states the Department of State will waive the New York
practical exam requirement if you supply an original
certificate (with raised seal) from one of those states,
along with a completed Sarber Operator Application.
Otherwise, an individual would need to take and pass a
licensure exam.
Hold a current license in a state with equal or higher
North Carolina Must be licensed in a state that
requirements {1,500 hours), at least 3 years of recent,
requires at least 1,500 hours of
licensed work experience, and may be required to take
training.
state licensure exams.
Hold a current license or certificate of registration as
North Dakota
Must be licensed in a state that
a
barber from another state that has substantially the
requires at least 1,500 hours of
training.
same requirements for licensing. Completion of formal
education in a school of barbering. Applicants will be
given credit for 50 educational hours for each month
such applicant has practiced as a licensed barber in
another state whose hours are less than the 1,500 hours
required by North Dakota.
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List of State Reciprocity Requirements Cosmetology
In the cosmetology profession, each state establishes licensure requirements for being able to practice in their
state. Programs of study in cosmetology can range anywhere from 1,000 clock hours to 2,100 clock hours, and as
such, states develop specific requirements for individuals who graduated from cosmetology school in one state to
be able to become licensed in another state. This process is considered reciprocity or endorsement. We have listed
the requirements for an individual who graduates from a cosmetology program in the United States and wants to
become licensed in another state.
Please note that the school you are planning on attending has only had their curriculum evaluated by their state;
however, in the field of cosmetology, each state board reviews the number of clock hours you attended in your
home state and the subject areas and practical experiences you completed as a part of the process of determining
what, if any, additional requirements you may have to meet in order to be licensed in their state. State boards of
cosmetology do not evaluate the curriculum of schools located in other states.

STATE
Alabama
Alaska

Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware

District of
Columbia

I

ACCEPTS CURRICULUM
The state allows anyone who
completed a program in another
state to request licensure.
Hold a current license in a state
with equivalent requirements
(1,650hours).
The state allows anyone who
completed a program in another
state to request licensure.
The state allows anyone who
completed a program in another
state to request licensure.
The state allows anyone who
completed a program in another
state to request licensure.
Hold a valid license from home
state with equivalent requirements
(1,800hours).
Hold a valid license from home
state with equivalent requirements
(1,500hours).
Must be licensed in a state with
equal requirements (1,500hours).
Must be licensed in a state with
equal or greater requirements
(1,500 hours).

I

RECIPROCITY REQUIREMENTS
Request certification to be sent from current state;
contact the state board for paperwork and exams; and
pay a $100fee.
Hold a current license in a state with equivalent
requirements (1,650hours); or 1 year of full-time
employment+ 1,500school hours; or 2 years of full-time
employment in the field.
At least 1year of practice in the current state of licensure
within the five years prior to application.
Hold a valid cosmetology license; have certification of
licensure and training; and pass a state law exam.
Must hold a cosmetology license in good standing in
home state and must be licensed for 3 out of the last 5
years.
Apply for licensure by endorsement and hold a valid
license from home state with equivalent requirements
(1,800hours).
Hold a valid license from a state with equivalent
requirements (1,500hours) and pass a written exam.
Must be licensed in a state with equal requirements
(1,500 hours) or submit a notarized statement from an
employer certifying that you have been working in the
field for at least 5years.
If applying for licensure by reciprocity, the applicant must
provide: a letter of good standing from a jurisdiction with
requirements which were substantially equivalent at the
time of the applicant's licensure to those of the District of
Columbia (1,500 hours); have passed an examination
acceptable to the board; have an active certification from
a recognized national certifying organization; and have
not been disciplined or otherwise disqualified by the
national certifying organization.

